A Review of the Year and a glimpse into the future…

 ‘…seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you in exile and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.’ 

Jeremiah 14:13

From time to time friends and former colleagues ask me ‘what is it like being Vicar of All Saints’’. When I say ‘It’s great. I’m enjoying the job’, I often receive a quizzical look – surely the correct response is to say ‘it’s tough, frustrating and exhausting’. Well, of course, sometimes it is! But most of the time it isn’t. I am enjoying being Vicar of All Saints’. And that is due to the people who are the ‘saints’ of All Saints’. All Saints’ (most of the time) works. It is a creative community, strong on tradition, but equally open to the new. Things happen at All Saints’.

Under Owen’s ever-enthusiastic direction, our music has gone from strength to strength over the past year. The choir have extended their repertoire and we have enjoyed and been engaged by the regular inclusion of anthems within the Parish Eucharist. Andrée’s solo guitar and voice interludes have added a much-valued reflective dimension to our worship. With the support of Gail Cawthorne, the worship band and singers have brought new worship songs, new instruments and fresh energy to our to our All Age Worship celebrations. Taizé worship on Sunday evenings has introduced a welcome opportunity for quiet reflection and has attracted folk from beyond our normal worshiping congregations. Musical highlights of the year must include the Carol Service, the Good Friday ‘Stations’ production (how we will miss Davilia’s professional input to such events) and Easter Day. Long may our musical and dramatic innovations flourish!

All Saints’ is well served by those I have come to regard as the indispensable ‘staff team’. Linda, David, Sue, Peter and Jill work tirelessly and with great commitment. I am very grateful to them.

With the support of Christ Church, Roxeth, a new prayer ministry team is in he process of being created. Members of the team are now meeting prior to the Parish Eucharist to pray together and to wait upon God. The team are gradually growing in confidence to share words and pictures they sense may be from the Holy Spirit and to share these with the congregation. We are encouraged by the response to the prayer ministry offered at the end of most Parish Eucharists. There are some interesting stories that need to be told. There have been some surprise encounters with the Holy Spirit at the 8.00am BCP Communion as well. Our God is indeed a God of surprises!

When Jesus sent out the seventy-two (Luke 10), he instructed them to ‘heal the sick and tell them “the Kingdom of God is near you”’. That instruction applies to us as well.

During the summer 2009 an eight-week course title ‘In His Name’ will be offered in All Saints’. This will explore the theme of Christian healing and hopefully equip us in developing this ministry further. All interested are welcome to join this course.

We have welcomed a number of new ‘in house’ preachers into the pulpit at All Saints’ this past year. It has been great privilege to offer Laura Baker the opportunity to share her carefully crafted biblical perspectives with us. Richard Bubbers and Peter Ward have also led us in well-prepared explorations of scripture. Regular guest speakers have brought new perspectives to our understanding of the Christian story of which we are a part. Ziggy, from ‘Jews for Jesus’ led us in a memorable exploration of ‘Christ in the Passover’.

Congratulations are due to Peter, who is to be ordained deacon in St Paul’s Cathedral in June, by the Bishop of London. We look forward to the fruit of Peter’s continuing ministry amongst us and the wider community. It has been my privilege to work with a surprising number of All Saints’ folk this year who have been quietly exploring a variety of potential vocations. Jean Smith is soon to complete her training as Pastoral Assistant.

Our Confirmation service back in September was the talk of Willesden with nineteen candidates being presented to the Bishop. Our next Confirmation will be on Sunday 21 March 2010. Can we build on nineteen candidates?

2008 and 2009 saw the deaths of two teenagers from Harrow Weald under tragic circumstances. Both All Saints’ and St Michael’s hosted the funerals and were packed with young people expressing both grief for and solidarity with those who had died so unexpectedly. Our parish churches held that grief and enabled it to be articulated. A positive outcome from these tragedies is the energy it has given to a project to seek to employ a youth worker to engage with the young people of Harrow Weald and to support the youth mission of both All Saints’ and St Michael’s.

During the Spring of 2009 All Saints’ bid a sad farewell to two stalwarts of the church, Edwina Shackleford and Bill Craig. They will be much missed. We are grateful for their friendship.

Autumn 2009 will see a new event on the All Saints’ calendar. ‘Vision/Division’ will see the church transformed into a gallery (hopefully) displaying art of all varieties, which complement the theme. We hope the event will enable us to engage with people within the wider community of Harrow Weald and beyond who would not normally come across our threshold.

A major task for the newly elected PCC will be to explore opportunities for the future development of All Saints’ and its ‘campus’, with a view to us seeking to fulfil our mission statement which describes All Saints’ as ‘a servant community, following Jesus, for the good of the world’. What might this look like in practice? We’ll have to wait and see…

 “And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God”. 

Micah 6
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